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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EB-11 COME-OO INT-08 FPC-01 PM-07 
NSC-10 SS-15 RSC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 
PA-03 USIA-15 PRS-01 SY-10 RSR-01 SCEM-02 TRSE-00 
/108W 

125848 

R 191235Z AUG 73 
FM AMCONSUL DHAHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3512 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 

UNCLAS DHAHRAN 0666 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: ARAMCO ACCIDENT 

REF: DHAHRAN 0619 

1. ON AUGUST 16 ARAMCO EXPERIENCED ITS SECOND MAJOR ACCIDENT IN 
ITS ABQAIQ PRODUCTION AREA WITHIN THE PAST TWELVE DAYS WHEN 

A SIX INCH REFLUX LINE ON THE DEETHANIZER COLUMN FAILED AND RELEASED 
RAW LPG INTO THE GENERAL AREA OF THE LPG PLANT. THE GAS WAS 
CARRIED DOWNWIND BY A SLIGHT NORTHEASTERLY WIND CONTACTING A 
SOURCE OF IGNITION WHICH RESULTED IN EXPLOSIONS AND FIRE WITHIN 
THE PLANT. THE FIRE WAS UNDER CONTROL AT 0630 HOURS AFTER BEGINNING 
ABOUT 0340 HOURS AND BURNED ITSELF OUT BY 1630 HOURS. 

2. THERE WERE NO DISABLING INJURIES. EIGHT PERSONS WERE TREATED 
FOR VAPOR INHALATION OR MINOR INJURIES AND RELEASED. 

3. INVESTIGATION DISCLOSED THAT THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT WAS 
DUE TO CORROSION. IT WAS NOT DUE TO SABOTAGE. DAMAGE HAS NOT 
BEEN ASSESSED. 

4. THE DEATH TOLL OF REF ACCIDENT HAS NOW RISEN TO 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 AUG 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973DFIAHRA00666 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: DHAHRAN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730829/aaaaauwz.tel 

Line Count: 61 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: DHAHRAN 0619 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: boyleja 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 -Jan-2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <12 FEB 2002 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARAMCO ACCIDENT 

TAGS: ENRG, SA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 
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